
CITY OF OJAI

ORDINANCE NO. 825

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF OJAI, CALIFORNIA ADDING A NEW

ARTICLE 16.5, ENTITLED "EXTERIOR LIGHTING
STANDARDS," TO CHAPTER 2 OF TITLE 10 OF THE

OJAI MUNICIPAL CODE

WHEREAS, Ojai is a community with a very special environment, both natural and
manmade, and the qualities of both must be respected so the uniqueness of Ojai can flourish
without inappropriate changes; and

WHEREAS, Ojai is both a tourist destination and a residential town, the creation of a
desirable living, working, and business envirorunent that is responsive to residents will also
provide a destination of interest to visitors; and

WHEREAS, the safety and welfare of pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists depend upon
the reduction of glare and the establishment of consistent and well-defined levels of lighting,
proper direction and use of light, minimizing energy waste on lll1necessary and indiscriminate
illumination, and the exercising of common c01ll1esy among neighbors; and

WHEREAS, policies within the General Plan's Open Space Element recognize the need
to protect the scenic, aesthetic, and visual character of the community; and

WHEREAS, establishing a set of standards for outdoor lighting will assist residents,
business owners, and developers with guidelines by which to follow; and

WHEREAS, Ojai is a community which recognizes the need to preserve its character,
aesthetic value, and the unique quality of life by preserving and enhancing the ability to view the
night sky.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OJAI CALIFORNIA
DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION I. Environmental Determination. The City Conncil determines that the
following findings reflect the independent judgment of the City Council. The City Council finds
that Text Amendment TA 12-02 is exempt from the California Envirorunental Quality Act
(CEQA) under CEQA Guidelines 15378, 15061(b)(3), 15183, and Public Resources Code
Section 21083.3(e) for the following reasons:
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(a) Under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3), CEQA review is not required because
there is no possibility that this text amendment to the zoning regulations may have a significant
effect upon the environment.

(b) Under CEQA Guidelines Section 15378, the proposed amendment is not a project tmder
CEQA because it will not cause a "direct physical change in the environment" or a "reasonably
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment" because it does not authorize any
specific development activity or promote new construction or growth.

(c) Any potential indirect physical change in the environment IS speculative and not
reasonably foreseeable.

(d) Under CEQA Guidelines Section 15183 and Public Resources Code Section 21083.3(e),
the proposed amendments are not inconsistent with all adopted Elements of the General Plan.

SECTION 2 A new Article 16.5 is hereby added to Title 10, Chapter 2 of the Ojai
Municipal Code to read as follows:

"ARTICLE 16.5. EXTERIOR LIGHTING STANDARDS

"Sec. 10-2.16.501. Purpose.

The general purpose of this article is to protect and promote the public health,
safety and welfare, the quality of life and the ability to view the night sky, by establishing
regulations and a process of review for exterior lighting in order to accomplish the
following:

(a) To save energy in an attempt to ensure the City's sustainability;

(b) To protect against direct glare and excessive lighting, thereby minimizing
light pollution caused by inappropriate or misaligned light fixtures, and promoting
common comtesy among neighbors;

(c) To provide safe roadways and pathways for motorists, cyclists and
pedestrians;

(d) To protect and reclaim the ability to view the night sky and thereby help
preserve the quality oflife and the tourist experience of this desirable visual resource;

(e) To prevent light pollution in all areas of the City and neighboring areas;

(f) To promote efficient and cost effective lighting;
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(g) To ensure that sufficient lighting can be provided where needed to
promote safety and security;

(h) To allow for flexibility in the style oflighting fixtures;

(i) To provide lighting guidelines for efficient and moderate use; and

G) To provide appropriate lighting according to current technology, evolving
advancements, energy use, and economic needs.

Sec. 10-2.16.502. Definitions.
Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the following terms and phrases, as used in
this aliicle, shall have the meanings designated in this section:

Community Development Department/Director shall mean the Community
Development Director of the city or his/her representative.

Directional Lighting Methods: Direction of light downward, rather than upward or
outward, with the intention of directing light where it is needed. Downward lighting also
prevents unnecessary and unwanted light trespass to adjacent areas and properties.

Fully shielded shall mean a light fixture constructed and installed in such a manner that
all light emitted by the fixhlre, either directly from the lamp or a diffusing element, or indirectly
by reflection or refraction from any part of the fixture, is projected below the horizontal plane
through the fixture's lowest light-emitting patio

Glare shall mean light entering the eye directly from a light fixture or indirectly from
reflective surfaces that causes visual discomfort or reduced visibility.

Installed shall mean the initial installation of outdoor light fixtures defined herein,
following the effective date of the ordinatlce codified in this aliicle. A project with an approved
building pennit prior to the effective date of said ordinance is excluded from compliance with
the Article for the initial installation only.

"IES" or "IESNA" Illuminating Engineering Society of North America. The
professional society of lighting engineers, including those from manufacturing companies, and
others professionally involved in lighting.

Light pollution shall mean the material adverse effect of artificial light including, but not
limited to, glare, light trespass, skyglow, energy waste, compromised safety and security, and
impacts on the nocturnal environment, including light sources that are left on when they no
longer serve a useful function. The determination of what is a material adverse effect may be
made based on exceedance of quantitative thresholds determined by the City in this Ordinance.
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Light trespass shall mean light that falls beyond the property it is intended to illuminate.
Permissible levels of light trespass shall be Iimited to those specific, quantitative tluesholds of
light intensity set forth in Section 10-2.16.504 (i) of this Article.

Non-essential lighting shall mean lighting that is not necessary for an intended pUlpose
after the pUlpose has been served. Does not include any lighting used for safety, security, and/or
public circulation purposes.

Outdoor light fixtures shall mean outdoor electrically powered illuminating devices,
outdoor light or reflective or refractive surfaces, lamps and similar devices including all parts
used to distribute the light and/or protect the lamp, permanently installed or portable, used for
flood lighting or general illumination. Such devices shall include, but are not limited to, search,
spot, and flood lights for:

(I) Buildings and structures, including canopies and overhangs;

(2) Recreation facilities;

(3) Bike paths, greenbelts and parks;

(4) Parking lot lighting;

(5) Landscape lighting;

(6) Street lighting;

(7) Display and service areas; and

(8) Walkway lighting.

Outdoor recreation facility shall mean an area designed for active recreation, whether
publicly or privately owned, including, but not limited to, baseball and softball diamonds, soccer
and football fields, golf courses, tennis courts and swimming pools.

Public Worl{s Director shall mean the public works director of the city or his/her
representative.

Residential Entrance Light or Porch Light shall mean lighting of low-lumen intensity
installed above or near a front, back, or side entrance to a residence. In this definition, a low
lumen light is a light of no more than 450 lumens (40 watt incandescent, 9-13 watt compact
fluorescent, or 4-5 watt LED).

Sky glow shall mean the brightening of the nighttime sky that result from scattering and
reflection of artificial light by moisture and dust particles in the atmosphere. Sky-glow is caused
by light directed or reflected upwards or sideways and reduces one's ability to view the night
sky.
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